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of the Law Patent in 1789. The relative proportions of type faces are
close to the proportions one would expect to find in the private b
ness except that the law house had no Double Pica or Bourgeois in
1780 and that the poundage is much less than would have been on
hand at the private business, which was easily three times the size of
the law house-

TABLE 5
TYPE ON HAND AT THE LAW HOUSE, 1789

fons Involued in Fising the Unit Price

Even though “standard” faces — English, Pica and Small Pica —
‘were charged at a stindard rate set in the scale of prices, it remained
the work of the Master or the Overscer 10 castolf copy in such a vay
that he not only conformed to the scale but also allowed a profc margin
0 take care of the nature and condition of the copy: _the number of
“hard words,” the complexity of the syntax, the handwriting of the
copy. It is the state of the copy which forces a modification of any scale
of prices when unusual work comes into the house and which makes
customers today as well as in the eightcenth century willing to accept
 higher scale rate rather than incur “extra” charges because ther copy
s “dirty.” Straban's scale had o include enough profits after wages to
cover the variables which could not be charged “extra” in the ordinary
run of business, He was successful in making his scale suficient to cover
most occasions, for the ledgers show only fourtcen instances out of
g6 entries in ehich “cxtra” charges were made for original composi

on. OF these fourteen, ten were divided among five publications:
one short lived periodical, the East India Miscellany (three instances)
and three works in which Strahan was a parter and could therefore.
charge “extra” for “dirty copy” without worrying about a customer’s

reaction, Isasc Ware's Architecture (two instances), Sir John Hill's
Herbal (two instances), and a Naval History (three instances). Tt is
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TABLE §
RECONSTRUGTED PRIGE SCALE FOR PRESS WORK

The scale shows that Srabian's customers where charged . unit
price i an ascending scale according to the press runs they ordered, a5
well 2 according to the type face and sheet sze. If the exact relation.
ship of these factors in the unit price were known, we could reconstruct
the pressmen's wage scale; but even with the simple seale above it is
possible to infer, from the regular patterns of increase, that the press-
men did have a regular scale of vages throughout Strahan’s career.

The longer runs cost proportionately much more than the shorter
runs, because type in the eightcenth century did ot ast as ong as type
does today; consequently, a long run in Strahan's business could casiy
mean that he would have o restock on the particular face because of
wear. Further, cach additional token resulted in more pressmen’s wages,
the job ran to 2 second day), and, of course, les Rexibiliy for press
scheduling of small or “rush” jobs when one or more preses were
occupied with long runs. Today, long uns cost proportionately less
than shorter runs, because of the high speed of continuously operating
electrical presses printing solidly cast linotype ot plates. Even today it
i true, however, that hand.se type is charged at a premium if it is
ordered for a long run rather than being plated; many shops refuse 1o
e certain hand.set type for anything but “reproduction proot”

Later Evidence of the Unit Price: Entries after 1749

Because of Straban's simplification of
the ledgers after 17454

entries, there is Jess infor.
bt there is still enough to corro

borate the statement that Strahan's charges in later years followed the
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Tarnaby shook his head anl Tooked vacantly from ono to U other,
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i Wo aro but this morning como from a Jong distance in thocountry, snd
Ko nothing of theso matters”

it taen . decp oot has spread it branches s and wile,”
sxi Lord Goorge to bis seeretary. *This is & plessant hearing. 1 thanke
Heaven for it

& Amen 1 criod Gashfod with  soler face,

4 ¥ou do not underatand me, my Lnd,” sald tho whdow. * Pardon o, but
you crully mistake my mesning.  Wo kiow nothing of theso matters, ' Wo
ave nio deive o right to jon i what you aro about o do.This is my son,
. poor allicted son, deare to me that my 0 In erey’s waine, my.
Land, go our way alone, snd do not tempt i nto danger

My good wouian,"said Gashford, * iow can you {—Dear mo
o mant by tempting, and Ly danger ! Do you (il ks Laclaky

‘oing about s ecking whor b may devon! God boss m
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VI Woodeut inset in BR 70/48, Gordon meets Barnaby. (Cour-
tesy of the Yale Universiy Library.)
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Which way 1 said tho hill.

“Tho old man looked irreslutely and Relgloaly, e at e, then {0 the
vight sad et then at hor again, and shook hia head. 1t wan plan that sho
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It was tho boginning of & day in Juno; tho decp bus sky wneulied by
cloud, and.teeming with brllant Vght, Tho sreets were 38 yot nealy fro
from pasngos, the houses and shopa Wero closed and the healtfol i of
morming fll ik breath from angels, on tho sespng town.

“Th ol man and. the ekild. passod on throrgh tho glad ilonos,cato vith
hopo sl pleasare,They wers. alono togother unco again svery objet was
right and. frsh ;. nothing reminded thns, otherwise than Ly contrat, of tho
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frowning and dark at other o chono and dazaled i tho s ; ach
bl ok il corn Tight and the sky, dimued by excesive
s, ahed it plcid verything beneath,

Fort from tho ity whil it yot shunberad, weat the two paor adventurcrs,
wandering they knew o whither

V. Woodeut inset in final verso of 0CS 13/12. (Courtesy of the
Yale University Library.)
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‘window,observantof nothing,—when all s ance, st it had boen confured
5 by magi, o bcarmo awars of the fao of Quil.
And what & oo thero was upon the fuce ! 1t was fron tho open window.
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with his obows on tho windov.sll and e head reating on both his hands,
hat, what bwoen this attiade and his being vl with cuppresed langhtcr,

IV Tnset of Quilp at the tavern window, OGS 38/60. (Courtesy
of the Yale University Library.)
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T1A. Proof sheet for OCS 34/53, showing instructions for insertion of
cut, (Courtesy of the Victoria and Albert Museum.)
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Purchases of Type for the
Private Busineis

Five pages in Ledger B show forty-one purchases of type from the
firm of Alexander Wilsan, typefounder in Glasgow, between 1754 and
1776, 35 well as four returns of unused or faulty type. Although these
records do not show all of Strahan's purchases of type, they do show
how much of cach kind he purchased from one company over a period
of years.

TABLE 4
TYPE PURCHASED FROM ALEXANDER WILSON, 17541776
| P nd Qune
Type Face Purchasd
7 | —— S Nowe ke
Great. Priner B o None tied
gy
N e
Yoors
q o e
d ]
15078
 Tine Leuen” 2| i
o Pare or 1 None fiuea

Since we do not know wha ype Strahan already had on hand, the
only safe conclusion which can be drawn from this twble is that he
purchascd more English type than any other kind from Wilion betveen
1754 and 1776: we canno conclude, of course, that Surahan did not
Pica, etc, at all, for we know from the ledger entries that he di
Further, it is notorious that Scoutsh type height has always been dit
ferent from London type_height; some twenticth-century printing
companics still keep old Scouish type separately cased. Therefore,
Strahan probably bought his Pica, ctc, from a Scottish founder rather
than from his other regular supplier, William Caslon, whose type was
wed in the law house

Type on Hand ot the Law House

The amounts of type used in the law house seem to correlate more
closely with the mention and lack of mention of type in the ledgers
than do the type purchases from Wilson shown above. The following
table shows the total poundage of old and new type on hand for the
four presses of the law house when it was inventoried at the expiration
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